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and in 1819, in a fit of mental aberration, she put an
end to her life. But even before this catastrophe,
the fatal curse had shown itself in the family : in 1817
Franz's brother Adolf threw himself into the Danube,
leaving behind him a terrible testament, a solemn
warning to his'brother to beware, if he should ever
have children, lest they take after him. Karl,
the second eldest, was not altogether free from
mental derangement, and led a strange, restless
life, which ultimately ended in suicide; while the
youngest, Camillo, soon became a prey to religious
mania which, in later years, also .developed into
insanity.
And from such a family sprang Franz Grillparzer,
the greatest poet of Austria : his Count von Borotin
in Die Ahnfrau was haunted by no more terrible
spectre than the poor poet himself, living in the
shadow of a threatening doom. Franz was the eldest
son ; he was born on January i5th, 179X5 in Vienna,
and all his life long remained intimately associated
with the city of his birth. No life could have been
less eventful. After a desultory education, mainly at
the hands of incompetent tutors, he studied law at the
university between 1807 and 1811. In 1813 he
entered the service of the state, and he remained in
that service, even after he became famous as a poet.
Subsequently he rose to the responsible position of
Director of the Imperial Archives. The even course
of his life was little broken : a journey to Italy in 1819,
after his mother's death; another to Germany in
1826; one to France and England in 1836; and
lastly, one to Greece in 1843, were the principal
outward events. Grillparzcr's life was uniformly
lacking in exhilarating moments. He suffered, like
so many of his contemporaries, from the mere fact of
being an Austrian, and doubly so, as he was an official
in the government service ; a padlock was upon his
lips. To the man of letters in the first half of the
nineteenth century Vienna—the Vienna of Mettemich

